Tues., February 16, 2010

Upcoming
Events

Youth Group
Middle & High School

Sunday Night
Bible Study
6:00 - 7:30pm

Wednesday Night
Open Gym, Eat Out, etc.
6:30 - 8:00pm

Children’s Ministry
Infant - 5th grade

Sunday Nights
Nursery
Infant - 2 yrs.
6:00 - 7:30pm

M&M Kids

3 yrs. - Kindergarten
6:00 - 7:30pm
Imagebearers

1st - 5th grade

6:00 - 7:30pm

Adults
16 yrs - 99 years

Adult Co-Ed Volleyball
Thursdays 7:00 - 9:00pm

Men’s Basketball Open Gym
Saturdays 2:00 - 4:00pm
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Scott’s Thoughts by Scott Deneen, Pastor to Youth and Families

One of my desires in writing these articles is to help us see what Christianity
is and what it is not. Having grown up in the “Bible Belt,” | have many ideas |
think are Christian but are really just cultural. You may too. So as | study
the Bible, some of my misconceptions are uprooted and discarded because
the Bible exposes them as untruth. Like the types of people Jesus includes in
His Church. Read Luke 5:27-31:

“After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of
Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, *® and
Levi got up, left everything and followed him. 2° Then Levi held a
great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax col-
lectors and others were eating with them. 3° But the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to
his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and
'sinners'?" ?' Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. 32 | have not come to call the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance.”

Jesus sees and calls a man known for his under-
handed, cheating practices and wants him to be one [
of his closest companions - one of the twelve disci- [#!
ples no less! Levi (otherwise known as the disciple
Matthew) is definitely a sinner of the worst sort, but
Jesus - likened to a doctor in this passage - has come
to make him better. And Jesus’ Church is filled with
people _jUSt like this. JESUS WITH LEVI, TAX COLLECTOR

When you go to a hospital, you find patients at various levels of infirmity.
They’re all alive but some are very ill, others moderately so, and some almost
completely better. The same is true for those within Christ’s Church. All
have been made spiritually alive by Christ and reconciled to God through
Him; BUT they may still suffer from the lingering effects of their sin disease.

What’s my point? Well, the gathering of God’s people (i.e. the Church) is a
gathering of people who fit into the class “sinners” and “sick.” And Jesus has
called these types of people into fellowship with Him - to be His closest
friends. Therefore, when | show up for a Church service, | enter into a place
where there are LOTS of messed up people - and | only add to their number!
So when someone says, “They’re just a bunch of hypocrites,” they are abso-
lutely correct. The Bible confirms their observation in this passage.

However, the point Jesus makes is that some hypocrites are made right with
God through faith in Him while other hypocrites are not (those who refuse to
believe in Him). The conclusion of the matter is this: there are two types of
people - hypocrites in relationship with Jesus Christ and hypocrites not in
relationship with Jesus Christ. Only those in relationship with Jesus are right
with God, because only they have Him as their righteousness.

Willing to admit your sin disease and come to the Great Physician? Jesus
Himself calls you to come for healing. Why not come today? ... and then
come gather together with others who have done the same!

Blessings,
Pastor Scott
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Kids ask toug h q uestions... At the volleyball skills clinic, players were given an “Open Mike” opportunity to ask
our pastors a question. Here’s one answered by Pastor Dave.

Q. How long did it take God to write the Bible?

In human terms, the Bible was written by about 40 authors over a time of about 1,500 years [from
around 1450 B.C. to around 70 or 90 A.D. - uncertainty due to differing views of historical evidence].

The Apostle Peter explains God’s hand in writing the Bible - prophecy never had its origin in the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21)

Though the Bible has so many different styles of writing (stories, poetry, instruction, prophecy, etc.)
from so many different authors from different times, places and cultures - it has one unified message
from an unchanging God with the focus on Jesus Christ and Him crucified to save men for God.

Ephesians 2:8

How to Bump a Volleyball S

P Y For it 1is by grace

1.Remember that the first contact is normally the

bump and a team can hit the ball 3 times before

it must go over the net. (Exception: a block does
not count as one of the 3 hits)

you have been

2. Anticipate the flight of the ball so that you can saved y thl"ough
receive it in a “ready” position with knees bent,
weight forward on the balls of the feet, and arms

extended forward and down.

faith — and this

3. Hold palms open and facing up, and then lay one
hand on top of the other.

not from

4.Fold hands inward until thumbs are side by side,
pointing away from the body and slightly down.
The knuckles of fingers should be facing out.

yourselves, it is

5.Bring elbows in and lock them so that forearms
are as close to touching as possible, creating a
flat platform from elbows to the tips of thumbs.

the gift of God-

6. Tilt platform toward the target.

7. Allow the ball to bounce off forearms (rather than
swinging arms at it).
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something. But his words were reckless and Image Bearers
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